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Photo by Hayate Yagi

What is the “avant-garde” ? What era and
what kind of artistic expression are we talking
about? And what kinds of artists were working in
Aomori and the northern Tohoku region? This
exhibition brings together artistic approaches
from the Taisho era (1912-1926), when the word
“avant-garde” came into use in Japan, and those
of contemporary artists working today. In the
Tsugaru region, the word “ipadada” describes a
person or thing that is “a little out of the ordinary.”
In Aomori during the Taisho era, for example,
simply deciding to become a Western-style oil
painter was itself an “ipadada” endeavor.

The exhibition features works by artists active in
northern Tohoku, particularly in Aomori, during the
Taisho era, alongside works by contemporary
artists active in the Reiwa era (2019-present). Both
groups of artists have sought ways to put their
ideas into practice as they have continued
working in rapidly changing societies. Where is the
“avant-garde” for us today? As we move back
and forth between these two eras, let us think
about this together.
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Admission [tax included]

Adult 1,600 yen, University & College Student 1,000 yen
Hirosaki resident: Adult 1,000 yen, University &
College Student 500 yen (not valid in conjunction
with any other offers or promotions)

*Free of charge for high school student and under;
international student in Hirosaki city; citizen of Hirosaki
over 65, the disabled and one accompanying attendant
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[KRERBKOIER] FIEBEHL. KIIZE, HERA SH=, SRR,
NEIIEKER, TEAEAER, L F— f841TE, P& =, 2HEEI=ER,
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[from Taisho (1912-1926)] ABE Gosei, OKAWA Ryo, IKEDA Yoshito, KON
Junzo, KON Wajiro, KONISHI Shotaro, SHIMOZAWA Kihachiro, TAKAYAMA
Uichi, HASHIMOTO Hana, HABA Kinji, FUKUDA Gozaburo, MATSUYAMA
Chuzo, MUNAKATA Shiko, YOROZU Tetsugoro

[from Reiwa (2019-present)] IZUMITA Go, ICHIHARA Etsuko, OODAIRA
Mako, KOMORI Haruka + SEO Natsumi, AMEMIYA Yosuke, SASAMOTO Aki,

HATAKEYAMA Naoya
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